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Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.

The Dialogue of the Savior
The Savior said to his disciples, "Already the time has come, brothers, for us to abandon our
labor and stand at rest. For whoever stands at rest will rest forever. And I say to you, be always
above [...] time [...] you [...] be afraid of [...] you [...] anger is fearful [...] arouse anger [...] but
since you have [...] they accepted these words concerning it with fear and trembling, and it set
them up with governors, for from it nothing was forthcoming. But when I came, I opened the
path, and I taught them about the passage which they will traverse, the elect and solitary, who
have known the Father, having believed the truth and all the praises while you offered praise.
"So when you offer praise, do so like this: Hear us, Father, just as you heard your only-begotten
son, and received him, and gave him rest from any [...] You are the one whose power [...] your
armor [...] is [...] light [...] living [...] touch [...] the word [...] repentance [...] life [...] you. You
are the thinking and the entire serenity of the solitary. Again: Hear us just as you heard your
elect. Through your sacrifice, these will enter; through their good works, these have saved their
souls from these blind limbs, so that they might exist eternally. Amen.
"I will teach you. When the time of dissolution arrives, the first power of darkness will come
upon you. Do not be afraid and say "Behold! The time has come!" But when you see a single
staff ... (3 lines indecipherable) ... understand [...] the work [...] and the governors [...] come
upon you [...]. Truly, fear is the power [...]. So if you are going to be afraid of what is about to
come upon you, it will engulf you. For there is not one among them who will spare you or show
you mercy. But in this way, look at the [...] in it, since you have mastered every word on earth. It
[...] take you up to the [...] place where there is no rule [...] tyrant. When you [...] you will see

those who [...] and also [...] tell you [...] the reasoning power [...] reasoning power [...] place of
truth [...] but [...]. But you [...] truth, this [...] living [...] and your joy [...]. So [...] in order that
[...] your souls [...] lest it [...] the word [...] raise... (3 lines indecipherable) ... For the crossing
place is fearful before you. But you, with a single mind, pass it by! For its depth is great; its
height is enormous [...] single mind [...] and the fire [...] [...] all the powers [...] you, they [...] and
the powers [...] they [...][...] soul [...] [...] in everyone [...] you are the [...] and [...] forget [...] son
[...] and you [...][...]."
Far too much is missing from the above text for there to be any real chance of interpretation. However,
there does seem to be some allusion to an experience that we might equivocate with the Baptism by Fire
that is the canonical foreshadow of the visitation of the Holy Spirit after Jesus‟ ascension into heaven.
But this may also, in contrast, be an eschatological prophecy…or even both, at the same time.

Matthew said, "How [...][...]?"
The Savior said "[...] the things inside you [...] will remain, you [...]."
Judas said, "Lord [...] the works [...] these souls, these [...], these little ones, when [...] where will
they be? [...] the spirit [...]?"
The Lord said, "[...] receive them. These do not die, [...] they are not destroyed, for they have
known their consorts and him who would receive them. For the truth seeks out the wise and the
righteous."
This above seems to have the Savior reiterating a lesson spelled out more fully in the Gospel of Philip on
the Bridal Chamber.

The Savior said, "The lamp of the body is the mind. As long as the things inside you are set in
order, that is, [...], your bodies are luminous. As long as your hearts are dark, the luminosity you
anticipate [...] I have [...] I will go [...] my word [...] I send [...]."
The mind and the heart seem to be the keys to the immortal or glorified body.

His disciples said, "Lord, who is it who seeks, and [...] reveals?"
The Lord said to them, "He who seeks [...] reveals [...]."
Matthew said, "Lord, when I [...] and when I speak, who is it who [...] and who listens?"
The Lord said, "It is the one who speaks who also listens, and it is the one who can see who also
reveals."
What we find inside ourselves; our thoughts and dreams…if these amount to anything substantial because
of our effort to pursue these things assiduously, then we have something to say and something to teach to
others. If one purveys the depth of oneself, one must then find the all; this is what the Savior has done
and this is what all men and women can do.

Mary said, "Lord, behold! Whence do I bear the body while I weep, and whence while I
[laugh]?"
The Lord said, "[...] weeps on account of its works [...] remain and the mind laughs [...][...] spirit.
If one does not [...] darkness, he will be able to see [...]. So I tell you [...] light is the darkness [...]
stand in [...] not see the light [...] the lie [...] they brought them from [...]. You will give [...] and
[...] exist forever. [...][...] ever. Then all the powers which are above, as well as those below, will
[...] you. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth over the end of all these
things."
The text above seems entirely eschatological.

Judas said, "Tell us, Lord, what was [...] before the heaven and the earth existed."
The Lord said, "There was darkness and water, and spirit upon water. And I say to you [...] what
you seek after [...] inquire after [...] within you [...] the power and the mystery [...] spirit, for
from [...] wickedness [...] come [...] mind [...] behold [...][...]."
[...] said, "Lord, tell us where the [...] is established, and where the true mind exists."
The Lord said, "The fire of the spirit came into existence [...] both. On this account, the [...] came
into existence, and the true mind came into existence within them [...]. If someone sets his soul
up high, then he will be exalted."
The eschatological construct seems a parable for an internal experience…Gnosis; simply using the
symbolism to describe what may be a psychic process.

And Matthew asked him, "[...] took [...], it is he who [...]."
The Lord said, "[...] stronger than [...] you [...] to follow you and all the works [...] your hearts.
For just as your hearts [...], so [...] the means to overcome the powers above, as well as those
below [...]. I say to you, let him who possesses power renounce it and repent. And let him who
[...] seek and find and rejoice."
Those who had temporal power in this age, were not only predisposed to impose it on others, but as
power corrupts, they were brutal in their abuse of it. It was said by many mystics that in their weakness,
they found a greater power; the courage to hold to their convictions. The allusion here seems to be to the
physical torture that was meted out for those that honored anything but the politically correct gods of the
day. And the Gnostic sects were definitely uncooperative in this regard.

Judas said, "Behold! I see that all things exist [...] like signs upon [...]. On this account did they
happen thus."
The Lord said, "When the Father established the cosmos, he [...] water from it, and his Word
came forth from it, and it inhabited many [...]. It was higher than the path [...] surrounds the
entire earth [...] the collected water [...] existing outside them. [...] the water, a great fire
encircling them like a wall. [...] time once many things had become separated from what was
inside. When the [...] was established, he looked [...], and said to it, 'Go, and [...] from yourself,

in order that [...] be in want from generation to generation, and from age to age.' Then it cast
forth from itself fountains of milk and fountains of honey, and oil and wine and good fruits, and
sweet flavor and good roots, in order that it might not be deficient from generation to generation,
and from age to age. And it is above [...] standing [...] its beauty [...] and outside there was a
great light, powerful [...] resemble it, for it [...] rules over all the aeons above and below. [...] was
taken from the fire [...] it was scattered in the [...] above and below. All the works which depend
on them, it is they [...] over the heaven above and over the earth below. On them depend all the
works."
And when Judas heard these things, he bowed down, and he [...], and he offered praise to the
Lord.
It is as if the Savior layed out a vision of the Hekhalot (heaven) for all present to see and like the
Merkabic mystic, even as Enoch did in his vision:
A vision thus appeared to me. Behold, in that vision clouds and a mist invited me; agitated stars and flashes of lightning
impelled and pressed me forwards, while winds in the vision assisted my flight, accelerating my progress. They elevated me
aloft to heaven. I proceeded, until I arrived at a wall built with stones of crystal. A vibrating flame surrounded it, which began
to strike me with terror. Into this vibrating flame I entered; And drew nigh to a spacious habitation built also with stones of
crystal. Its walls too, as well as pavement, were formed with stones of crystal, and crystal likewise was the ground. Its roof had
the appearance of agitated stars and flashes of lightning; and among them were cherubim of fire in a stormy sky. A flame
burned around its walls; and its portal blazed with fire. When I entered into this dwelling, it was hot as fire and cold as ice. No
trace of delight or of life was there. Terror overwhelmed me, and a fearful shaking seized me. Violently agitated and trembling,
I fell upon my face.

Mary hailed her brethren, saying, "Where are you going to put these things about which you ask
the son [...]?"
The Lord said to her, "Sister, [no one] will be able to inquire about these things except for
someone who has somewhere to put them in his heart. [...] to come forth [...] and enter [...], so
that they might not hold back [...] this impoverished cosmos."
Matthew said, "Lord, I want to see that place of life, [the place] where there is no wickedness,
but rather, there is pure light!"
The Lord said, "Brother Matthew, you will not be able to see it as long as you are carrying flesh
around."
Matthew said, "Lord, even if I will not be able to see it, let me know it!"
The Lord said, "Everyone who has known himself has seen it in everything given to him to do,
[...] and has come to [...] it in his goodness."
If the Universe is within each of us, it is within us that we must find the mark to tap for authoritative
knowledge; Gnosis. In this way, the Savior has found his own authority and his ministry is but to help
others to also tap this same wealthy reservoir for their own enlightenment.

Judas responded, saying, "Tell me, Lord, how it is that [...] which shakes the earth moves."
The Lord picked up a stone and held it in his hand, saying "What am I holding in my hand?"
He said, "It is a stone."
He said to them, "That which supports the earth is that which supports the heaven. When a Word
comes forth from the Greatness, it will come on what supports the heaven and the earth. For the
earth does not move. Were it to move, it would fall. But it neither moves nor falls, in order that
the First Word might not fail. For it was that which established the cosmos and inhabited it, and
inhaled fragrance from it. For [...] which do not move, I [...] you, all the sons of men. For you are
from that place. In the hearts of those who speak out of joy and truth, you exist. Even if it comes
forth in the body of the Father among men, and is not received, still it [...] return to its place.
Whoever does not know the work of perfection, knows nothing. If one does not stand in the
darkness, he will not be able to see the light. If one does not understand how fire came into
existence, he will burn in it, because he does not know the root of it. If one does not first
understand water, he knows nothing. For what use is there for him to be baptized in it? If one
does not understand how blowing wind came into existence, he will blow away with it. If one
does not understand how body, which he bears, came into existence, he will perish with it. And
how will someone who does not know the Son know the Father? And to someone who will not
know the root of all things, they remain hidden. Someone who will not know the root of
wickedness is no stranger to it. Whoever will not understand how he came will not understand
how he will go, and he is no stranger to this cosmos which will [...], which will be humiliated."
First, there‟s a scientific issue with the above passage—the Earth does move, though this was not
common knowledge at the time. The “First Word” is the Logos and the remainder of the passage is to
show that Logos in dual expression; each point being valued by its opposite or what naturally contrasts
with it. One cannot understand the concept of „father‟ without its validating concept of the „son.‟ And of
course, most interesting in terms of Thelemic doctrine is the relationship of darnkness and light. The text,
“If one does not stand in the darkness, he will not be able to see the light” is reminiscent of Liber LXV:
LXV:I.18 “So also the light that is absorbed. One absorbs little, and is called white and glistening; one
absorbs all and is called black.”

Of course, the implication in the above passage is that if one is standing in the light, all one can see is
darkness, which is reminiscent of Liber AL vel Legis:
AL:II.23 "I am alone: there is no God where I am."

Then he [...] Judas and Matthew and Mary [...] the edge of heaven and earth. And when he
placed his hand upon them, they hoped that they might [...] it. Judas raised his eyes and saw an
exceedingly high place, and he saw the place of the abyss below.
In a departure from the technique practiced by the Merkabic mystics, the Savior is able to take others on
the shamanic journey; not unlike that noted in the commentary above. The Savior who appeared as an
invisible being is speaking to them „in the spirit vision.‟

Judas said to Matthew, "Brother, who will be able to climb up to such a height or down to the
bottom of the abyss? For there is a tremendous fire there, and something very fearful!"

At that moment, a Word came forth from it. As it stood there, he saw how it had come down.
Then he said to it, "Why have you come down?"
And the Son of Man greeted them and said to them, "A seed from a power was deficient, and it
went down to the abyss of the earth. And the Greatness remembered it, and he sent the Word to
it. It brought it up into his presence, so that the First Word might not fail."
The deficient seed “from a power” seems to be a reiteration of the creation myth whereby the Sophia
births the known Universe by way of the Unmanifest and bypassing her “consort.” This was done to
create the known Universe with the Logos (First Word) being the return to the realm or highest (8th)
heaven of this principal godhead.

Then his disciples were amazed at all the things he had said to them, and they accepted them on
faith. And they concluded that it is useless to regard wickedness.
(38) Then he said to his disciples, "Have I not told you that like a visible voice and flash of
lightning will the good be taken up to the light?"
The lightening flash is both an important archetype and ancient symbol of divine power as it is an
important involutionary concept in the Qabalah. The path of the lightening flash is the order of Sefirot on
the Tree-of-Life.

Then all his disciples offered him praise and said, "Lord, before you appeared here, who was it
who offered you praise? For all praises exist on your account. Or who is it who will bless you?
For all blessing derives from you."
(40) As they stood there, he saw two spirits bringing a single soul with them in a great flash of
lightning. And a Word came forth from the Son of Man, saying, "Give them their garment!" And
the small one became like the big one. They were [...] those who received them [...] each other.
Modern science has speculated that it was a lightening flash that ignited ancient proteins to create life on
this planet. In the above verse, “two spirits” bring a “single soul,” which seems an apt description of the
Shekinah and the eternal Bridegroom forging a union that generates the “Son” or Magickal Childe.

Then [...] disciples, whom he had [...].
Mary said, "[...] see evil [...] them from the first [...] each other.
The Lord said, "[...] when you see them [...] become huge, they will [...]. But when you see the
Eternal Existent, that is the great vision."
They all said to him, "Tell us about it!"
He said to them, "How do you wish to see it? By means of a transient vision or an eternal
vision?" He went on and said, "Strive to save that which can follow you, and to seek it out, and
to speak from within it, so that, as you seek it out, everything might be in harmony with you. For
I say to you, truly, the living God [...] in you [...] in him."

The above passage suggests two possible ways of interpreting phenomena; the one being in microcosmic
terms and the other from a macrocosmic perspective. In this light, the paragraph closes with a concise
mystical declaration that we are in God as God is in us. This is pure Qabalism. It‟s moral dimension has
to do with the potency of mind. It is the disposition of the mind that will survive the death of the body and
so the lesson is to engage this as this is “that which can follow you.”

Judas said, "Truly, I want [...]."
The Lord said to him, "[...] living [...] dwells [...] entire [...] the deficiency [...]."
Judas said, "Who [...]?"
The Lord said to him, "[...] all the works which [...] the remainder, it is they which you [...]."
Judas said, "Behold! The governors dwell above us, so it is they who will rule over us!"
The Lord said, "It is you who will rule over them! But when you rid yourselves of jealousy, then
you will clothe yourselves in light and enter the bridal chamber."
Here is a relatively Buddhist concept; the Gnostics being themselves entirely syncretic in their approach.
The idea is to rid oneself of egoic attachments, which is symbolized by the antagonism the average person
had in their day; towards the ruling elite. Qabalistically, we wouldn‟t necessarily look for egodestruction (an impossibility for the Atman—cf. Congealing the Soul), rather for the lower or
individuated ego to give way to the Augoeides (literally: shining image) and the Universal perspective
that comes with this union.

Judas said, "How will our garments be brought to us?"
The Lord said, "There are some who will provide for you, and there are others who will receive
[...]. For it is they who will give you your garments. For who will be able to reach that place
which is the reward? But the garments of life were given to man because he knows the path by
which he will leave. And it is difficult even for me to reach it!"
The above passage is quite the personal statement and one that denotes a loose-end in the Lord‟s
philosophy. To deny the attendance to worldly matters; such as clothing and feeding oneself, is
destructive of one‟s health, in which the mind then cannot function in a wholesome manner. And so the
nihilist, “starving artist” philosophy is an abjurement that contradicts the effort at Gnosis…no wonder
the Lord finds it so difficult!

Mary said, "Thus with respect to 'the wickedness of each day,' and 'the laborer is worthy of his
food,' and 'the disciple resembles his teacher.'" She uttered this as a woman who had understood
completely.
The disciples said to him, "What is the fullness, and what is the deficiency?"
He said to them, "You are from the fullness, and you dwell in the place where the deficiency is.
And lo! His light has poured down upon me!"

Matthew said, "Tell me, Lord, how the dead die, and how the living live."
The Lord said, "You have asked me about a saying [...] which eye has not seen, nor have I heard
it, except from you. But I say to you that when what invigorates a man is removed, he will be
called 'dead'. And when what is alive leaves what is dead, what is alive will be called upon."
Judas said, "Why else, for the sake of truth, do they <die> and live?"
The Lord said, "Whatever is born of truth does not die. Whatever is born of woman dies."
Mary said, "Tell me, Lord, why I have come to this place to profit or to forfeit."
The Lord said, "You make clear the abundance of the revealer!"
That born of spirit is eternal; though the body is clearly mortal. And so, one united with the Augoeides
becomes an eternal soul; taking on the starry nature of the highest or 8th heaven. And so it is where one
focuses the mind (seat of the soul); whether upon the body or upon the spirit, that determines one‟s
destiny. And interestingly enough, though on cursory glance, one might see yet, another misogynist
statement (“Whatever is born of woman dies.”) as the story of Adam & Eve has been given as
justification for such in our patriarchal culture, the Savior here is simply denoting the fact that it is from
a woman‟s body that birth is given without connotation. Further, the Savior then goes on to praise
woman as she that “make[s] clear the abundance of the revealer.” The Savior or Lord in this text is then
stating that it is he who is the revealer.

Mary said to him, "Lord, is there then a place which is [...] or lacking truth?"
The Lord said, "The place where I am not!"
Mary said, "Lord, you are fearful and wonderful, and [...] those who do not know you."
Matthew said, "Why do we not rest at once?"
The Lord said, "When you lay down these burdens!"
Matthew said, "How does the small join itself to the big?"
The Lord said, "When you abandon the works which will not be able to follow you, then you
will rest."
This is almost pure Buddhism: rest is escape from the cycle of birth and re-birth. This is the nihilistic
delusion that assumes that the godhead would seek to escape itself as the totality of the visible and
invisible worlds (the realm of birth; along with its cycles) are but the meat of its body.

Mary said, "I want to understand all things, just as they are!"
The Lord said, "He who will seek out life! For this is their wealth. For the [...] of this cosmos is
[...], and its gold and its silver are misleading."

The Manichaean philosophy is strongest in the above; though the verse itself seems to be incomplete. If
one focuses the mind on the opulence of this world, one then betrays or ignores the spiritual plane—this
is the lesson being taught. It‟s an absolute statement that doesn‟t work and as stated above, part of the
difficulty the Lord has in his philosophical model.

His disciples said to him, "What should we do to ensure that our work will be perfect?"
The Lord said to them, "Be prepared in face of everything. Blessed is the man who has found [...]
the contest [...] his eyes. Neither did he kill, nor was he killed, but he came forth victorious."
Judas said, "Tell me, Lord, what the beginning of the path is."
He said, "Love and goodness. For if one of these existed among the governors, wickedness
would never have come into existence."
The above passage seems to be inspired by the Bhagavad-Gita (verses 19-21):
One man believes he is the killer,
The other believes he has been killed.
This is the height of ignorance,
I tell you Arjuna,
There has never been a killer
Or anyone killed.
You, Arjuna, were ever, ever
Born as Consciousness, the Self,
You have never changed as
That Consciousness,
You are unborn, eternal,
Infinite, that is your Divine Nature.
You never die when your body dies.
Only the body dies,
Brain, bones, and blood.
Realizing, recognizing,
Knowing That which
Consciousness Is, as
Indestructible, Eternal,
Infinite, unborn, unchanging,
How can you ever kill
Or another ever kill the unkillable?

Matthew said, "Lord, you have spoken about the end of everything without concern."
The Lord said, "You have understood all the things I have said to you, and you have accepted
them on faith. If you have known them, then they are yours. If not, then they are not yours."
The above passage is almost a taunt; the Lord is bidding Matthew not to believe him, but to experience
these truths for himself. This goes to the heart of Gnosis and why the Lord or Savior is but a man who
found his own Gnosis and why his philosophy may fall a bit short at times. Words are not the best
conveyer of experience. Symbols certainly are better; found in the subtlety of parables, which were the
traditional teaching method in the days this document was written.

They said to him, "What is the place to which we are going?"
The Lord said, "Stand in the place you can reach!"
Mary said, "Everything established thus is seen."
The Lord said, "I have told you that it is the one who can see who reveals."
Here, the Lord is stating that the answers come from within and are not to be found in his words or in his
teachings.

His disciples, numbering twelve, asked him, "Teacher, [...] serenity [...] teach us [...]."
The Lord said, "[...] everything which I have [...] you will [...] you [...] everything."
Mary said, "There is but one saying I will speak to the Lord concerning the mystery of truth: In
this have we taken our stand, and to the cosmic are we transparent."
Judas said to Matthew, "We want to understand the sort of garments we are to be clothed with
when we depart the decay of the flesh."
The Lord said, "The governors and the administrators possess garments granted only for a time,
which do not last. But you, as children of truth, not with these transitory garments are you to
clothe ourselves. Rather, I say to you that you will become blessed when you strip yourselves!
For it is no great thing [...] outside."
It is as if Judas has completely misunderstood the symbol of the garment as the sheaths of the body or the
subtle or astral body—the Body of Light.

[...] said [...] speak, I [...]."
The Lord said, "[...] your Father [...]."
Mary said, "Of what sort is that mustard seed? Is it something from heaven or is it something
from earth?"
The Lord said, "When the Father established the cosmos for himself, he left much over from the
Mother of the All. Therefore, he speaks and he acts."
Judas said, "You have told us this out of the mind of truth. When we pray, how should we pray?"
The Lord said, "Pray in the place where there is no woman."
Matthew said, "'Pray in the place where there is no woman,' he tells us, meaning 'Destroy the
works of womanhood,' not because there is any other manner of birth, but because they will
cease giving birth."

Mary said, "They will never be obliterated."
The Lord said, "Who knows that they will not dissolve and ... [2 lines missing]?"
In order to “[p]ray in the place where there is no woman,” one has to leave the physical body and enter
into the astral vision. But this seems to be lost by those the Lord is talking to…and so he seems to take
the sidebar and seems to speculate upon something that his not clear; due to the following two lines being
missing from the manuscript.

Judas said to Matthew, "The works of womanhood will dissolve [...] the governors will [...].
Thus will we become prepared for them."
The Lord said, "Right. For do they see you? Do they see those who receive you? Now behold! A
true Word is coming forth from the Father to the abyss, in silence with a flash of lightning,
giving birth. Do they see it or overpower it? But you are even more aware of the path, this one,
before either angel or authority has [...] Rather, it belongs to the Father and the Son, because they
are both a single [...]. And you will go via the path which you have known. Even if the governors
become huge, they will not be able to reach it. But listen - I tell you that it is difficult even for me
to reach it!"
Mary said to the Lord, "When the works [...] which dissolve a work."
The Lord said, "Right. For you know [...] if I dissolve [...] will go to his place."
Judas said, "How is the spirit apparent?"
The Lord said, "How is the sword apparent?"
Judas said, "How is the light apparent?"
The Lord said, "[...] in it forever."
Judas said, "Who forgives the works of whom? The works which [...] the cosmos [...] who
forgives the works."
The Lord said, "Who [...]? It behooves whoever has understood the works to do the will of the
Father. And as for you, strive to rid yourselves of anger and jealousy, and to strip yourselves of
your [...], and not to ...
(next 18 lines virtually indecipherable)
... he will live forever. And I say to you [...], so that you will not lead your spirits and your souls
into error."
Love is the law, love under will.
Selection made from James M. Robinson, ed., The Nag Hammadi Library, revised edition. HarperCollins, San Francisco, 1990.

Translated by Stephen Emmel

